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UNESCO 2030 Education Agenda

• Stretches from early childhood learning to youth and
adult education and training;

• Emphasizes the acquisition of skills for work;

• Ensures that all learners acquire the knowledge and
skills needed to promote sustainable development

• Aims to ensure quality learning outcomes for all,
throughout their lives.



Education	lights	every	stage	of	the	journey	to	a	better	life,	especially	for	the	poor
and	the	most	vulnerable.	

Education’s	unique	power	to	act	as	a	catalyst	for	development
That	means	making	special	efforts	to	ensure	that	all	children	and	
young	people	– regardless	of	their	family	income,	where	they	live,	
their	gender,	their	ethnicity,	whether	they	are	disabled	or	persons	

with	SUDs– can	benefit	equally	from	its	transformative	power.	



"Education transforms lives. When we realise that
education is the most powerful way of improving a
person's life, we will be more deliberate in our
efforts to not only provide access to quality
education, but to find ways to ingrain into the
psyche of individuals and whole communities the
value of an education."

Bahamas Prime Minister, Perry Christie  



Ways Education Transforms Lives
•Reduces time on the streets
•Restores hope and dignity

•Offers individuals greater opportunities 

• Saves the environment
• Longer Life

•Reduces prejudice
•World peace



Education is associated with a person’s social class.
In old Chinese society (770 BC to 1910’s), success is
defined by your class, not necessary by a person’s
wealth (Lien, 2006). Social class is associated with
occupations as well as the moral character related
to the occupation.

Value of Education in Chinese 
Society



Education Enhances Recovery Capital

Human recovery capital includes:

• client’s values and knowledge, 

• educational/vocational skills and credentials, 

• problem solving capacities, self-awareness, self-esteem, self-
efficacy (self-confidence in managing high risk situations), 

• hopefulness/optimism, perception of one’s past/present/future, 
sense of meaning and purpose in life, and interpersonal skills.
• By White & Cloud (2008)



Social Recovery Capital

Engaging with adult education can improve social
capital by opening up opportunities to develop new
networks of friends that are outside the confines of
the addiction recovery network.



Physical Recovery Capital

• By returning to adult education, many did possess or
were on the way to acquiring a much sought after asset
that could assist them to acquire financial assets; a
recognized formal educational qualification which some
had acquired during their recovery from addiction

• The link between acquiring a college degree and securing
employment is recognized.



Cultural Recovery Capital

• People in recovery are provided with the opportunity to
embrace conventional cultural norms so as to maximize
their chances of sustaining their recovery.

•Hence, education is one way of (re) introducing people in
recovery to a new or revised set of norms, that they may
use to maximize their opportunities.



Employment and Education (1/2)
• Employment and education are both an outcome and a

core component of recovery.

• It emphasizes meaningful work and the ability to
enhance skills through education for people in recovery
from mental and/or substance use disorders

• The goal of increasing gainful employment and
educational opportunities, while decreasing legal and
policy barriers for individuals in recovery.



Employment and Education (2/2)

• Income employment enables people to improve their
living situations

• Reducing exposure to violence and other stressors that
may adversely affect behavioral health and recovery

• Being unemployed is associated with increased rates of
mental health issues—especially among men—and
substance use.



Education and Employment

• Opportunities for education and employment for people with substance use
disorders are critical components of recovery that provide meaning and
purpose to one’s life

• Research shows that about 70% of adults with serious mental illnesses who
are unemployed have a strong desire to work and consider finding a job
their top priority.

• Approximately 60% of people with behavioral health conditions can be
successful at working when using supported employment services.

(Source: SAMHSA)



Employment and Recovery

• Research has shown that supported employment helps
individuals achieve and sustain recovery.

• Supported employment occurs within the most
integrated and competitive setting that enables
individuals with disabilities to interact with people who
do not have disabilities to the fullest extent possible.



Blueprint for Recovery
• Educational opportunities allow people in recovery to realize their

intellectual potential, find meaningful work, achieve a higher quality of
living, and participate fully in their community.

• One response to this need is the development of education and training
programs appropriate for persons in recovery to embark on.

• The programs also embrace the principles of recovery in enhancing their
recovery capital as well as building their intellectual growth, and learning
soft skills in coping with their daily lives.

• These opportunities will enable them to gain recognized certifications and
diplomas from accredited organizations.



Education Transforms Lives
Check out in the website: 

www.emeritus.my



Education Transforms Lives



THANK YOU
For further university professional

certification courses and post graduate 
diploma and master degrees in addiction 

studies, write to:

bhtay@emeritus.com


